[Plasma levels of biogenic amines in patients with various forms of the alcohol abstinence syndrome].
Norepinephrine (NE), dopamine (DA) and serotonin (5-HT) blood plasma levels were measured in 40 alcoholic patients (2nd stage) during overt manifestations of the alcohol abstinence syndrome (AAS). Twenty-five healthy individuals served as controls. The patients were divided into four groups according to the structure of their AAS-related psychopathology and the progress of the disease. In the fast-progressive group with autonomic disorders prevalent in the AAS structure, the excitability, NE and DA levels were elevated. In the group with prevalent asthenic-neurotic and affective disorders, the 5-HT levels were lower than controls. The group with fast-progressive course of the disease and schizoaffective disorders had both the 5-HT and NE levels lowered. The authors discuss the possible impact of the results on perfectioning of the differential AAS therapies.